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Photography: is it art ?

Is photography art ?


The question whether photography is really an art, and was hotly debated especially in the 1960s and 1970s, is no longer salient. The question has been answered pragmatically by institutional consensus: Most art museums now house photographic collections. The J. Paul Museum in Los Angeles, for example, bought nine private collections, 65.000 photographs, in 1948, for more than $20 million (Barrett T., 2006). In festivals are making a huge photographic exposition thats show the art of photography and some of the exhibition contain some photographs from the history of the country who make the festival. During the achievement of modern art in the first half of the twentieth century, painters and photographs pursed similar aims and mutually influenced one another, al though they were reluctant to admit it because the “modern art theory held that each medium should be independent and self-sufficient”. Paul Strand was indebted to Pablo Picasso and Georges Barque, but referred to his work as “pure” photography (Barrett T., 2006). The English art critic, Bell C., (1914) in his classic essay Art states that only “significant form” can distinguish art from what is not art.

“There must be some one quality without which a work of art cannot exist; possessing which, in the least degree, no work is altogether worthless. What is this quality? What quality is shared by all objects that provoke our aesthetic emotions? What quality is common to Sta. Sophia and the windows at Chartres, Mexican sculpture, a Persian bowl, Chinese carpets, Giotto's frescoes at Padua, and the masterpieces of Poussin, Piero della Francesca, and Cezanne? Only one answer seems possible - significant form. In each, lines and colors combined in a particular way, certain forms and relations of forms, stir our aesthetic emotions”
On February 14th 2006 Sotheby’s London sold the 2001 photograph “99 Cent II Diptychon” for an unprecedented $3,346,456 to an anonymous bidder making it the most the most expensive of all time.

History of photography


The word “Photography” comes from the french photographie which is based on the Greek, the word photo in the Greek mean “light” and the word “graphis” mean drawing. The two words together means “drawing with light”. The first person who had the idea to create a camera is the Arabic physicist Ibn Al-Haytham in the 10th century (Wade N., 2001). The camera called Pinhole camera was the first idea to have cameras, then the idea had developed by another people who were interested by this idea. The first permanent photograph was produced in 1826 by the French inventor Nicéphore Niépce (University Of Texas At Austin), the process to produce the image was difficult to get an permanent photograph. Nowadays people can develop their photos in matter of seconds.

Comparison between photography and another arts


Grundberg A., (1989) states: “Unlike other methods of representation, including drawing and painting, photography cannot claim to be an art of line, stroke, or touch”. Photography in many ways are similar to another arts, the most similar art to photography is Painting. There are a lot of rules which are the painters use in their drawing and the photographers use in their photographs such as; the composition and the perspective for the painting or in painting. There are several painters are now switching to photography. Mohammed Al-Yousef a Saudi photographer and former painter say “ Photography is similar to painting or drawing in many ways, the rules we was used in painting we are now using in photography. The way that makes photography more interesting that you can create your own composition and you own idea like painting”. Another rule that the photographers and the painters use is the Rule Of Thirds, which this can make the photo or the paint more organized composition. In addition, the kind of photography or painting are more similar for the two arts, the kind of photography that photographers use is landscape, still life and abstract. These kind or styles are also used by painters. Photography and painting are very similar arts in there rules and in the final work.
Are people interested ?

There are a several Gulf countries are becoming more interested in photography by making it an official art like painting or drawing. In Saudi Arabia, for instance, The Culture and Arts Community launched a photography commission to take care and develop this art. The commission start in the late 2006 and became an affective commission and help the people to understand that photography is an art and it is like any another art. Many people in Saudi Arabia are becoming more interested in about photography, Abdullah Al-Dobekhi a major Saudi Photographer says “These years becoming the golden period in the Gulf area to become an a photographer and a lot of people are”. There are a lot of forums in the Internet are specialized in photography and helping the people who have some difficulties to how get better photographs or how to read the photo. A major  Arabic forum and community specialized in photography is Friends Of Light. Hani Al-Dreye the chairman of the community say “The idea of opening an photography forum was to help the people who are interested in this art and to change the perspective that the Saudi community have about photography as crossing the line of privacy and we have managed well to change this picture by making a lot of exhibitions in Saudi Arabia”. Like any another art, photography had a lot of contests and they are many, one of the major contests in the world is the Al-Thany photography awards which located in Qatar. This contest is the biggest photography awards prizes, which their prizes are over $100,000 plus special made camera from Leica. Al-Thany juries say “The entry for each year had risen sharply since 2001” thats mean that the people are becoming more interested in photography and they are entraining to these photography awards.

Conclusion


From the 20th century photographers and painters are becoming more interested and they aims are similar. Even the kind or styles of painting or photographs are similar, a lot of rules of painting are used in photography. The museums and the big galleries are hosting a collection of photographs, which identify  photography as an art. A lot of photographs are sold with a huge price, for example; the “99 Cent II Diptychon” photograph, which sold over $3 million. In the Gulf area, the people are becoming more interested in photography after they saw that the photo are not just a photo, it has a message behind it.  Like any art, photography has a major contests which are helping to make the people see why it is art and also helps to the photographer to challenge them selves to make a better photo. The people are becoming more interested in photography and learn it through the Internet. “A lot of people can take photos, but not all of them can take a good photo”.
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